
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good news –   Breakfast and After School Club. Aimee Beacher will be managing our 

Breakfast and After School Club. We will be writing to all our families soon with much more 

information, but we are delighted to welcome Aimee to Cromwell. 

 

We are thrilled with the rear area of the Reception mobile with 

covered decking area. Great for those autumn wet days! As 

you know, our mobile is on site and we have been very busy 

organising the inside and clearing the outside ready for Forest 

School. 

 

You will receive information during the summer about our new 

payment system. As you know there is no need to make payments for school meals for 

children in Reception and Key Stage 1, but there will be a need to be able to pay for other 

items such as school visits.  This system will also help you to ‘pre-order’ the school dinner that 

your child is having (hot lunch or packed lunch). Details of our autumn menu will be published 

soon. We have also been planning a parent taster session in the autumn term - date to come 

soon. 

Your child will be learning new things every 

day. This is an important age to encourage 

your child to play with others, look at books 

they like and chat lots. Being able 

to speak clearly and process speech 

sounds, to understand others, to express ideas and interact with others are fundamental 

building blocks for a child's development. Research suggests that good communication, 

language and literacy at a young age have the highest correlation with outcomes at school. 

See below for three ideas one for each (Chat, Play and Read) 

CHAT 

Next time you are out for a walk, you can practise chatting with your child about the things 

they see. Decide something to look out for then see who can spot the most. Why not try 

 How many red cars can you see? 

 How many buses can you see? 

 How many traffic lights are there? 

 How many dogs can you spot? 

 How many squirrels are in the park? 

Cromwell Community College 

Primary Phase Newsletter          
Issue 9 - June 2020   

Time to Talk Edition  



 

PLAY 

This game helps your child pay attention to their surroundings and practise counting. These 

skills will be useful when they start school. 

Your child might already know the book ‘We’re going on a Bear Hunt’, or they might be 

discovering it for the first time. It’s the story of a family who go on a ‘bear hunt’, but first they 

have to go through various obstacles. Click the link here to see Michael Rosen perform his 
book - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0gyI6ykDwds  

Encourage your child to join in the chant of the rhyming part of the book, then act out going 

through the long grass or thick mud. If your child enjoys this, make up your own ‘bear hunt’ 

around the house and look for a hidden teddy bear. 

Combining reading, playing and imagination will help your child be excited about books. This 

will help them when they start to learn how to read. 

READ 

If your child has spent time looking at books and sharing stories with you, they’ll be excited to 

learn to read. Try to find time each day to look at a book together. Children like hearing their 

favourite stories again and again. Remember we have a range of books on our website to 

listen to in the children and enrichment section. 

Ask your child to tell you about their favourite story. Then sit down together during a quiet time 

and read it together. As you go, pause to ask them questions about the story. 

Try asking: 

 “What’s just happened?” 

 “How does this part make you feel?” 

 “What do you think happens next?” 

This helps your child pay attention and follow the story. The Book Trust also offer some great 

guidance on reading with your child. Check out this handy guide - 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/globalassets/resources/bookstart/reading-

with-your-child-3-4-years/bookstart-reading-with-your-child-3-4-english.pdf 

Book Start will also be sending books to every child in Reception and this 

year’s title looks great – so something to look forward to. 

Celebrate National Insect Week with Julia Donaldson and Superworm! 

This week's broadcast is all about the bugs, the beetles, and the worms 

and it couldn’t not be more perfectly timed! Click the link within the 

book!
 
Join Julia, her husband Malcolm and superstar illustrator Axel 

Scheffler for a riveting episode jam-packed with illustrations, garden 

insects and even a song!
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0gyI6ykDwds
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/globalassets/resources/bookstart/reading-with-your-child-3-4-years/bookstart-reading-with-your-child-3-4-english.pdf
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/globalassets/resources/bookstart/reading-with-your-child-3-4-years/bookstart-reading-with-your-child-3-4-english.pdf
https://bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/chapter-one/julia-donaldson-week13?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Julia%20Donaldson%20and%20Friends%20solus%20email%2013&utm_content=Julia%20Donaldson%20and%20Friends%20solus%20email%2013+CID_06aa24e45433606f423c69cb6cb10d28&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=Watch%20Now


 

ART CHALLENGE TIME 

Paint inside an egg box and go on 

a colour treasure hunt together.  

Mrs Beale, one of our art teachers 

has put together an amazing video 

showing you how to create some 

wonderful spin pictures. All you 

need is a salad spinner, some paper 

and paint. Go to the Enrichment 

section of the website. Good luck and thank you Mrs Beale.  

 

New dates or information will appear in red. 

Forms and  information Date/deadline 

Skype Information session for all families. A link to join the 

meeting will be sent to your email address beforehand.  

Information will include what a typical school day looks like for 

your child, school uniform, school lunches, snack time and 

payments. We hope to have received guidance from the DfE 

by then about September schooling, but please be aware that 

we may not have received this guidance. If you have any 

specific questions that we can prepare, please do email me.  

We look forward to meeting you virtually!   

7pm Tuesday 30th June 

Skype invitation to be 

sent by Monday 29th 

June.  

Photographs of your child and family sent to Mrs Riches please. 

These will form part of a display to support your child when they 

start school. Mrs Riches has received three so far, so please keep 

them coming. 

Friday 3rd July 

Video of classroom tour Will be sent for the last 

week of term 

Invitation for children to visit school for a 2-hour session either on 

the 3rd of 4th September. Invitation will be sent next week. 

3rd/ 4th September 2020 

 

All children start school (following current Government advice) 7th September  2020 

 

  
 

 

The #easyfundraising Refer to Win competition is back. Please help us WIN a £500 donation! To 

enter, all you need to do is sign up to support us on easyfundraising. It's easy and completely 

free. This donation would make a huge difference to Cromwell Community College - 

Chatteris! Sign up now and share this to increase our chances of winning: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/cromwellcollege/?invite=l78lxp&referral-

campaign=c2s 
 

 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/cromwellcollege/?invite=l78lxp&referral-campaign=c2s
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/cromwellcollege/?invite=l78lxp&referral-campaign=c2s


 

 

Stories and Reading 

Have you checked out our Bedtime stories on our 

website? 14 stories. Head to the ‘Children’ and 

‘Enrichment’ section of our website 

 

 

 

 

Have you signed up? This year’s Summer Reading Challenge 

launched on Friday 5th June as a digital activity.  It’s not too late to 

sign up!  We hope you child takes part and brings in their certificate in 

September.  

Cambridgeshire Libraries - Summer Reading Challenge. 

 

Although your child will not be ‘reading’ themselves just yet, this illustrated the importance of 

sharing books and stories form an early age. 

 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MDEuMjIyNjQ1MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jYW1icmlkZ2VzaGlyZS5nb3YudWsvcmVzaWRlbnRzL2xpYnJhcmllcy1sZWlzdXJlLWN1bHR1cmUvbGlicmFyaWVzL2xpYnJhcnktbmV3cy9zdW1tZXItcmVhZGluZy1jaGFsbGVuZ2U_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.HzY34tTKEbHh6YgsO7w1Y-qVsFmibu1Eb0rFwDUyFgE/br/79299446448-l

